[The physician's different roles and responsibility for the patient's medication list].
A common understanding of roles and responsibilities regarding both individual prescriptions and the patient's full list of treatments, including the responsibility for monitoring of treatment, is necessary to have for physicians treating the same patient. Qualitative studies of attitudes expressed by Swedish physicians have identified at least four different roles of a physician when prescribing drugs. A model on how to share responsibility in different situations of drug prescribing is described. The described model on how to share responsibilities between different physicians treating the same patient with drugs constitutes the basis for a joint recommendation by the Swedish Medical Association and the network of Swedish Drug and Therapeutics Committees.